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COMING UP
Our first event of the year 

is a talk from Sam 
Gallivan, who runs the 

RHS Wisley Plant  Nursery 
This should be really 

interesting and wet our 
appetites for spring 

gardening. The poster 
with details is on page 2 

of this newsletter 

MESSAGE FROM THE HALL TRUSTEES 
I thought it was worth passing this information 
on to you all, in the light of the icy weather we 

are experiencing
The Chichester Trustees are volunteers and do 
not have anyone who is employed to undertake 
such tasks as the gritting of the car park. So 
please can you ensure that you do consider this 
risk. There is salt grit in the bin at the entrance 
to the car park should we need it but we will 
need to  notify the hall committee so that it can 
be replenished. 
The key point the Trustees wish to make clear is 
that managing the risk of possible slips etc 
arising from the effect of cold weather in the car 
park is the responsibility of the Hirer and their 
users - taking normal reasonable precautions.  

Chairmans Chat 

Just a small newsletter from us this time to wish you all a Happy New Year and welcome you 

back. This will go out on the 2025 mailing list but all subsequent newsletters will go only to the 

2026 list of paid-up members. We have been working behind the scenes 

to get your packs ready. Thanks especially to Liz and Larissa for 

masterminding the process. So far nearly 100 of you have already signed 

up, which is brilliant and a great help. The sooner we get all your 

payments in the sooner we can get membership cards and schedules to 

you. So please take this as a gentle reminder at a time when we are all 

just getting back to normal after the festivities. Catherine and I spent 

this afternoon discussing 2027 (!) whilst filling your envelopes. It gets harder each year to find 

new and interesting speakers at a cost that we can afford, but I think we came up with the 

start of some good ideas again and Cath will continue her extensive research through 2026. 

Very exciting. The club grew last year and we are looking forward to another year of friendly 

and enjoyable get-togethers. I will be in touch shortly with those of you who offered to help 

with refreshments. Ideally, I would like someone to run that group and create a rota. It would 

not be an onerous job and would help us a lot. I’d love to say that I am off to enjoy my garden, 

but I cannot be tempted out in this weather. Instead, I am working through all the jobs that I 

have been procrastinating about because gardening is so much more fun! Once again, HAPPY 

NEW YEAR!, Christine 



SAM GALLIVAN
Behind the Scenes at 
RHS Wisley Nursery

TUESDAY 10TH 
FEBRUARY 2026

Sam has been working in 
horticulture for 35 years, 
starting her career as an 

apprentice with a commercial 
plant nursery in Hampshire.
In 1996 she joined the team 
at RHS Garden Wisley and in 

2007 became the Team 
Leader of the nursery and 
propagation department. 
Sam will give us plenty of 
expert advice and tips for 

sowing and growing this 
spring.

THE CHICHESTER HALL WITLEY
 Doors open 7.00pm for a 7.30 start

Entry free to members, £5 to non-members. 
Welcome drinks available
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